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Psalm 147; Matthew 18: 1-4; 19: 27-30; 20:13-16;  

Esther 6 & 7                   

“The Great Reversal” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

What do you do when you can’t get to sleep at night? I remember someone 

telling me to count sheep. I guess that was like the Anesthesiologist asking 

me to count back from 100, before surgery. In bed, the question then 

becomes what do you do at zero. When you don’t know what to do, do you 

know what to do? You pray. You read Scripture. Then your time is not 

wasted, and you don’t let yourself become more anxious by thinking about 

the fact you can’t go to sleep. Many more people have sleep issues than I 

ever thought. Or perhaps you are one of those blessed individuals who gets 

to sleep once you put your head down on the pillow. That is a blessing, even 

if your spouse does not believe it is… 

 

King Xerxes had trouble sleeping. (6:1) Now what does a man do who has 

billions of dollars in silver, and considers it like nothing, do when he has 

trouble sleeping? He gets one of his servants to read a history book to him. I 

figure having someone read a history book to you in the middle of the night 

will definitely put you back to sleep. Consider King Xerxes. He has a 

contemporary book read to him, more like his own journals read back to 

him. (6: 1-3) And he remembers a man helped him find out a conspiracy 

against him in the royal court. That man’s name was Mordecai. So the king 

asks the person reading the history book what was done to honour Mordecai 

for this good deed. And the reader tells him that nothing was done for him. 

So the king has a great idea. He will ask the Prime Minister or one of the 

cabinet to come up with an idea to honour Mordecai publicly. 

 

Here comes the twist. The Prime Minister did indeed happen to be in his 

office in the palace early that day. Do you remember why he came in early 

to talk to the king? He wanted to ask the king’s permission to hang Mordecai 

on the 75 foot gallows or impale him on the pole, translators disagree on the 

mode of capital punishment. (5:14) Instead of Haman asking to see the king, 

the king summons him first. (6:5) What good luck! And on top of this, the 

king asks him what he thinks would be a great way to honour a person in his 

kingdom. Well, there isn’t anyone who hasn’t been more honoured than 

Haman, so he thinks this is one more medal to add to the chest full he has. 
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(6:6) Haman suggests: Let such a person be dressed in one of the royal robes 

your majesty has worn, and let that person be mounted on a royal steed, a 

horse decorated with royal distinction that the king has ridden, and let that 

person be led across the most populated part of the capitol city so that many 

can see how he is honoured. And let another noble person lead the horse, 

saying, “This is how the king honours a person with whom he is well 

pleased…” (6: 5-9) 

 

And now the twist: “Great idea,” the king says. “You take my robes and my 

horse and do what you have said for Mordecai the Jew. Don’t forget any 

detail in what you have proposed!” (6:10) Now the reader may be asking 

herself what the king has in mind when he suggests honouring a Jew, and yet 

the Law that was passed to annihilate the Jews is still in effect and coming 

closer. Hadn’t the king remembered that he allowed Haman to pass such a 

law with his signet ring? Or perhaps Haman had never even mentioned the 

race of people by name, simply saying they were rebellious and needed to be 

put down. We don’t know. We do know how much of a pickle Haman is 

now in. He is forced to do the opposite of what he was hoping to do to 

Mordecai the Jew. 

 

And so he does it. No reactions are recorded in Scripture as to how Mordecai 

felt about all this. (6:11-14) We only hear about Haman going home in 

complete humiliation and having his wife and friends tell him that he is the 

one who will end up dead if he continues to oppose Mordecai and his 

people, now that the king has honoured him. 

 

At that very moment, the Court servants come and hurry Haman away to his 

second banquet at Queen Esther’s invitation. (6:14) At least this will go 

well, Haman thinks to himself, but we know better. 

 

They have a lovely meal, outstanding, in fact. The wine is flowing. (7:1-2) 

But King Xerxes doesn’t forget to ask Esther what her petition is. For the 

third time, he says he will give her up to half his kingdom. And now, in an 

appropriately deferential manner, “If I have found favor in the king’s sight 

and if it pleases the king, spare my life and those of my people.” (7:3) Then 

she says something sounds strange to our ears, “If we were just being sold as 

slaves, I wouldn’t have bothered the king on this matter…” (7:4) This is 

likely a planned figure of speech to emphasize the holocaust, the genocide, 

the mass murder that is coming by legislated law. Remember that in such a 

large empire, it is likely that many laws are passed often, so the king would 
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not necessarily be informed about every one of them, particularly those 

personally endorsed by the Prime Minister. 

 

Now you can hear in the text the anger of the king rising. “Who would do 

such a thing?” (7:5) The queen minces no words, “This vile Haman is our 

adversary and enemy.” (7:6) The king becomes furious. He actually leaves 

his wine behind, which is a measure of how upset he is. The banquet hall 

fronts onto the royal gardens. He takes a breath of air. 

 

Haman is in shock. (7:7) He realizes his life is on the line right now. We 

don’t know the exact furniture of the royal banquet hall. Apparently there 

were couches, not tables and chairs, as we might imagine it. The queen is on 

the couch, and Haman goes over to the couch where she is and falls down 

before her hoping to beg for his life, but then the king comes back in and 

only sees Haman falling toward the queen, which prompts the king to say, 

“Do you dare assault Queen Esther in my presence, in my house?” (7:8) Lest 

we think there are only three people in the room, we then hear of the 

servants putting a cloth over Haman’s face, perhaps something like a 

serviette from the banquet, indicating that his life is over. One of the head 

servants, Harbona, mentions to the king that Haman has just had built a 75 

foot high gallows to hang Mordecai on. (7:9) And the king orders that 

Haman be hanged on it. And so he is hanged on his own gallows, “and the 

king’s anger subsided” after this. (7:10) 

 

Now this is a great story. But what has this got to do with us? What can we 

learn from Haman’s choices, through all this? Let’s listen to Jesus. 

 

When the disciples were asking Jesus, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven?” (Matthew 18:1) He appears to immediately teach what I am 

calling the Great Reversal. Look at this little child, Jesus says. He is so 

dependent, so honest, and so vulnerable, you can tell what he is feeling, 

because he is not afraid to show it and verbalize it. You can see this child 

depends on his parents. Be like that with God and with me, Jesus says. That 

is not only the way you get into heaven, and get into relationship with the 

Lord, that is also the way you mature in the Lord. Your vulnerability and 

your weaknesses/challenges are your strengths, the places God wants to 

work. The things you don’t know how to address, nor even how they will 

resolve. Where are those places in your life? Humble yourself before God. 

Ask others you trust if you don’t know what your challenges are. 
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Jesus goes on in chapter 19 to talk about the rich young ruler who kept the 

commandments of God but would not part with his riches to follow Jesus. 

How can anyone be saved? Only if you humble yourself, God can save you. 

Peter talks about the disciples leaving everything, homes, family members, 

towns, careers, reputations, everything, to follow Jesus. And Jesus makes 

sure they understand they will have everything better in the resurrection life 

to come. Jesus again announces the Great Reversal: “But many who are first 

will be last, and many who are last will be first.” (Matthew 19:30) 

 

Prime Minister Haman’s fall from power was breathtaking. He had 

everything going for him. It couldn’t have been better, so he thought, except 

that miserable Mordecai. He let his hate consume him. And it did. There was 

nothing left of him and his family by the end of the story. In a previous 

sermon, I mentioned we are all challenged to deal with our conflicts and 

internal hatred/disgust. 

 

Jesus clearly tells us we are not to seek the highest position, but rather serve 

the One who took the lowest position. In the great reversal, at the end of our 

lives here, we will be judged first on whom we knew (Jesus) and second on 

how we served. How is your service going these days? There will be many 

surprises in heaven. 

 

In the parable of those who are paid the same wage, (Matthew 20:1-16) 

whether they worked ten or eight or six or four or two hours or less in the 

day, was about the generosity of the owner, not the rights of the workers. 

The workers all agreed to be paid the regular day’s wage. It doesn’t matter 

how long we have known the Lord. It matters that we know Him. A 

deathbed confession is as good as a life long service. But don’t put off your 

commitment to Jesus. Serve Him today. 

 

Jesus constantly modeled what he taught. He served others, even when it 

was costly. Eventually, it cost him his life and being tortured to death in a 

horrifying manner. He calls us to humility. He calls us to listen. He calls us 

to not act out of anger, but in service to God. He calls us to forgive.  “The 

greatest among you will be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be 

humbled and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” (Matthew 23: 11-

12) 

 

In Luke 14, Jesus teaches on those who take the best places at a wedding 

banquet being moved from the front to the back by the MC, and others being 
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moved from the back to the front. Be one of those who gets the invitation to 

move from back to the front. And if we are in church and you get a front 

seat, accept it. Don’t crave the back. (I know this sounds like reverse 

psychology, but I am simply referring to a lower number seats in the 

Sanctuary that is coming…) “For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 14:11) 

 

Let me be blunt. (James 4:6 which quotes Proverbs 16:18-19): 

God opposes the proud, but give grace to the humble. 

Why? 

Pride asserts personal rights. Pride does not listen or receive, it tells. 

Pride kills a relationship with God. If you are saying, “I know better. I am 

the captain of my life. I will do what I want.” Then you are on the path of 

pride. 

Rather…humble yourself in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

(James 4:10) 

 

When someone has something against you. Listen intently. Hear what they 

are saying. Don’t immediately self-defend. This is hard. Then take the 

conversation to a place where you can ask forgiveness and forgive one 

another, as you are able. There are times where you leave that person and 

situation, for your safety, and invite the police in. But in most settings, try 

and listen beyond your comfort zone, and see if the difficulty can be 

resolved. If not, bring another person into the situation later. If that doesn’t 

work, then bring a group of leaders into it, then the whole church. But start 

one on one. (Matthew 18: 15-18) 

 

In case you didn’t get it in James, Peter repeats it: “God opposes the proud, 

but gives grace to the humble.” It is often better to be wronged than to 

wrong someone else because of your pride. Peter continues: “Humble 

yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in 

due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.”  

(1 Peter 5: 5-7) 

 

Don’t be a person who God opposes. Listen to Him. Care for others. Where 

someone has something against you, listen. Where you have something 

against someone else, go to them and speak to them as you are able, having 

talked to God about that person first. 
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As we follow God’s calling, some of us rise very high in the world’s eyes, as 

Esther did to the position of queen. Some of us clean washrooms and toilets, 

and are unknown in the world’s eyes. And many others do jobs and life 

callings in between washroom cleaning and the royal palace. In the end, 

what the Lord says about you is what matters. Bring your concerns to Him in 

these days, and you will be surprised with the results. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


